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11..  IInnttrroodduucctt iioonn    
 
As part of its activities in the area of information and communications, the Inter-
American Children's Institute has developed 7 videos in cooperation with the Latin 
American Network (RAL): 
 
1. “I Wish”: A video on children’s rights in general. Duration: 1 minute 40 seconds.  
 
2. “I Am”: A video on the right to an identity. Duration: 1 minute. 
 
3. “I Participate”: A video on the right to participation. Duration: 1 minute 6 seconds. 
 
4. “It’s My Family”: A video on the right to a family. Duration: 1 minute 13 seconds. 
 
5. “I Want To Be Cared For”: A video on the right to protection against abuse. Duration: 

1 minute 13 seconds. 
 
6. “I Want To Play”: A video on the right to play. Duration: 1 minute 15 seconds. 
 
7. “I Want to Learn”: A video on the right to education. Duration: 1 minute 22 seconds. 
 
8. “I Want to Live”: A video on the general principle that every child has a right to live.  

Duration: 1 minute 30 seconds. 
 
 
These eight videos are being broadcast in most of the countries in the region on open-
access television and on some child-oriented cable channels. Our video development 
strategy is aimed at creating an educational kit on children’s rights, incorporating 
recreational aspects of knowledge and creativity, to be inserted into the organizational 
structure of the countries of the region on a mass scale. 
 
We seek to publicize and promote the Convention on the Rights of the Child,1 adopted 
on November 20, 1989 by the General Assembly of the United Nations. The Convention 
is the first specific legal instrument to address children’s issues, in which children are 
treated as subjects of rights.  
 
The Convention is a milestone in the history of humanity, as it opens doors for a new 
law, a reformulation of the social contract, in which children are active subjects. It 
transforms needs into rights, intently focusing on the issue of the legal and political-
social enforceability of rights.2 The Convention takes into account the cultural, social, 
                                                 
1 Link to the full text of the Convention on the Rights of the Child: 
http://www.iin.oea.org/convencion_sobre_los_derechos_del_nino_ingles.htm 
2 García Méndez, E: ªThe International Convention on the Rights of the Child and Public Policy.º Child – Adolescent Law in Latin 
America. Page 272. 
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economic and political realities of each country, so that each can choose its own means 
to apply the rights that are common to everyone. 
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The text of the Convention enshrines four general principles, which figure particularly in 
articles 2, 3, 6 and 12: 
 
·  Non-discrimination (art. 2); 
·  The best interest of the child (art. 3); 
·  The right to life, survival and development (art. 6); 
·  The child's own views (art. 12). 
 
The UN General Assembly's unanimous adoption of the Convention led to the next 
stage: its ratification by the countries and the creation of a monitoring committee.  
 
By late 1990, the Convention on the Rights of the Child had been ratified by 57 
countries, which became States Parties to the Convention. 
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Classification of the Rights of the Child3 
 
List of Rights                    Associated Articles of the Convention  

 
1) Right to life                                                                                          
2) Right to identity  
3) Right to family 
4) Right to education 
5) Right to health                                                                                   
6) Right to equality 
7) Right to participation, freedom of expression and information 
8) Right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion and own culture and language  
9) Right to play and recreation  
10) Right of children and adolescents to receive special care in the case of disability  
11) Right to integral protection against abuse and commercial sexual exploitation 
12) Right to integral protection against illegal transfer or abduction of children and adolescents  
13) Right to integral protection against economic exploitation and dangerous work 
14) Right to integral protection against use of drugs and associated exploitation   
15) Right to integral protection against sale and trafficking of children and adolescents                                                                                                             
16) Right to integral protection against mistreatment, abuse and all forms of exploitation                                 
17) Right to integral protection against participation of children and adolescents in armed conflict  
18) Right to integral protection against deprivation of liberty  
19) Right to integral protection of refugee or displaced children and adolescents   
20) Right to integral protection of children and adolescents deprived of their parents 
21) Right to protection of children's and adolescents© private life 
22) Right of children and adolescents to live in a healthy environment  
23) Right of children and adolescents to protection against torture and cruel treatment or 

punishment  

 
6 
7, 8 
5, 8, 10,18 
28, 29 
24, 25,26,27 
2 
12, 13,15,17 
 
14, 30 
31 
23, 26 
34, 39 
 
11 
 
32, 39 
33, 39 
35 
19, 36,39 
 
38, 39 
3, 37, 40 
22 
 
3,9, 20, 21,39 
16, 40 
24, 27, 29 
37, 39 

                                                 
3 This was prepared by the IIN as part of its project "Towards the systematization of reports to the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child" 
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11..  ªª II  WWiisshhºº                       
 
Target Audience 
 
ªI Wishº is aimed at all of the children in the region, seeking to generate a 
communication strategy that highlights the importance of knowing, exercising and 
enforcing respect for the rights of every child and adolescent. 
 
Contents 
 
The ªI Wishº video promotes the Rights of the Child, aiming to raise public awareness 
about their importance, and about the need for society as a whole to work together to 
ensure that ªall the kids in the world (…) have a place.º 
 
The video's lyrics directly mention the following children's rights: 
 
·  Right to participation;  
·  Right to freedom of expression and information; 
·  Right to an identity; 
·  Right to be protected against abuse; 
·  Right to an education;  
·  Right to recreational, cultural and other activities. 
 
We seek to encourage children and young people to find out about their rights and to 
exercise and enforce them. It is important that they participate actively in all matters 
involving them, and that they be heard.   
 
Their views must be taken into consideration and respected. As the song says, children 
have the right to be listened to when they talk and not made to cry. 
 
The support of society as a whole is necessary in order for these rights to be valid and 
respected. Governments, international organizations and civil society must work 
together for children and young people.  
 
Thus: ªLet's all make sure we help / All the kids in the world / To have a place for them 
too.º 
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Scope of children’s right to express their views and to be heard  
 
Analyzing the articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, we find that articles 
12 and 13 refer to children's right to have their own views, to express themselves and to 
be heard. 
 
According to articles 12.1 and 12.2, each child has the ªright to express [his or her] 
views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due 
weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the childº and ªthe child shall in 
particular be provided the opportunity to be heard in any judicial and administrative 
proceedings affecting the child, either directly, or through a representative….º 
 
Regarding freedom of expression, article 13.1 states that ªthis right shall include 
freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of 
frontiers.…º  
 
Furthermore, article 14.1 states that ªStates Parties shall respect the right of the child to 
freedom of thought, conscience and religion.º 
 
We should note that these articles reveal the innovative character of the Convention: up 
to that moment, children©s autonomy and subjectivity had never been recognized.  
 
The exercise of the right to participation and opinion must involve society as a whole – 
adults as well as children. A child is not an isolated being, and must be involved in the 
construction of the regulations that will govern his or her participation.  
 
How will a child who is becoming a young person be able to learn the principles of his or 
her rights and responsibilities as a citizen if, before fully enjoying them, he or she cannot 
be trained to use them well?4 
 
The role of education in the construction of citizenship 
 
When addressing the subject of citizenship as regards education, the following question 
arises: what role does school play in its construction? 
  
School is one of the fundamental environments for the construction of childhood and 
citizenship, and as such, it is necessary. However, it is not, of itself, sufficient for 
educating a citizen in a context of rights and responsibilities.  
 
For this reason, any strategy aimed at promoting children's exercise of their rights must 
focus on the family and school. 

                                                 
4 Pariat, M: ªEducation, Citizenship and Development.º Investigación y Desarrollo magazine, No. 11 (2000), page 102. 
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Over time, the way of thinking about the education process has varied, along with the 
concept of citizenship.  
 
Education is always at the service of a specific type of citizenship. When the 
educational objectives, contents, methodologies and criteria of each program are 
selected, a certain educational plan is being chosen, which is closely related to a certain 
concept of citizenship.   
 
It is important for more and more schools to place citizenship at the center of 
educational activity, teaching children how to get along in the world that is closest and 
most familiar to them (school, class, neighborhood, etc.). One of the ways of putting this 
into practice is through the development of student councils5 that participate actively in 
school planning.  
 
Children must become agents within the school community and assume their 
responsibilities in accordance with their abilities: accepted and integrated in the society 
of the classroom, children grow up learning to accept and respect the rules of life in 
society.6 
 

                                                 
5 Pariat, M: ªEducation, Citizenship and Development.º Investigación y Desarrollo magazine, No. 11 (2000), page 100. 
6 Pariat, M: ªEducation, Citizenship and Development.º Investigación y Desarrollo magazine, No. 11 (2000),  page 100. 
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Lyrics: ª I Wishº  
 
 
I want everyone to love me 
I want to have a name 
I want to be taken care of 
If I'm sick or if I'm sad 
Because I want to grow  
 
I want to know everything 
I want somebody to teach me, 
My family and my teacher, 
To count and to spell too 
And I want to have fun 
 
To play, to sing 
And to teach me to be free and to tell me the truth 
 
To play, to sing 
And to listen when I talk and not 
make me cry 
 
But I also wish too 
That all the kids of the world 
Would have everything I wish 
Because I want to share it too 
 
To play, to sing 
All of us kids in the world deserve a place 
 
Let's all sing together 
For all the kids in the world to have 
a place for them too (for everyone?) 
 
Let's all make sure we help 
All the kids in the world 
To have a place for them too (for everyone?) 
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Production: ª I Wishº  
 
Credits: 
 
Director   Walter Tournier 
 
Producer   Carl McMullin 
 
Animators   Pablo Turcatti 
                              Roberto González 
 
Camera and Computer Diego Mera 
 
Puppet Artist   Lala Severi 
 
Structures   Martín Da Rossa 
 
Models                Javier Tournier 
                               Diego Vidal 
 
Lighting              Santiago Epstein 
                               Diego Velazco 
 
Lyrics    Leonardo Croatto 
 
Music     Leonardo Croatto 
 
Singer   Ruben Rada  
 
Editing                    Guillermo Casanova 
 
Administration        Silvana Montoli 
 
Assistant                  Daniel McMullin 
 
Acknowledgements     Magela Richeri 
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22.. ªª II  AAmmºº                                    

 
Target Audience 
 
ªI Amº is aimed at mothers in the region who are in a situation of risk. With this 
communication strategy, poor families and ethnic minorities are the target populations 
for this message.  
 
We have also sought to reach all mothers and future mothers, to raise awareness about 
the importance of obtaining a birth certificate for each newborn child. 
 
As the video is aimed at a diversity of ethnicities and cultures, it was necessary to 
generate a product in line with the different realities of each country of the region. To 
achieve this, we used articulated puppets to represent the action in the video, as a way 
of ªdepersonalizingº the actors so that the video can be interpreted by each viewer 
according to his or her local patterns.  
 
Contents 
 

The Birth Registry: The Fundamental Pillar for the Materialization of the 
Right to an Identity  
 

ªI Amº¼  Juan, María, Pedro¼ . Each and every person should be brought into the world 
with their real identity, as they ªreally are,º their ªreal self.º A name is one of the 
fundamental characteristics of the identification of a person's individuality. Nevertheless, 
more than one million births go unregistered each year in the region.7 In society, there is 
a general lack of knowledge about the importance of obtaining a birth certificate for 
newborn children. 
 
Failure to register children at birth occurs for various reasons: 
 
·  Economic: Many families cannot pay for the certificate, the fines for late 

registration, or the expenses involved in travelling from rural areas to the Civil 
Registry Office (generally located in urban areas). 

 

                                                 
7 UNICEF ªThe Progress of Nationsº 1998. 
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·  Political: Ethnic or religious minorities, immigrants and refugees are often 
excluded from birth registration systems. Registration laws and policies are often 
obsolete, inadequate and even occasionally discriminatory against certain groups. 

 
·  Cultural: Parents and the community in general are not aware of the importance 

and benefits of birth registration. Often, girl children are not registered due to 
gender discrimination. 

 
·  Technical: In many countries, Civil Registration offices do not have sufficient 

financial, material or human resources; they do not provide the necessary 
coverage; and their personnel in charge do not have the skills required to provide 
a good service. 

 
Without birth registration, a child has no identity, name or nationality, and thus is not 
considered a citizen of the country.  
 
Article 7 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child states that all children have the 
right to a name from birth; they have the right to be recognized by others as having their 
own, unmistakable identity. The Birth Registration is the document that fully formalizes 
the right to a name and a nationality, and is also the instrument that forms the basis for 
the exercise of citizenship. 
 
Without birth registration, there is no chance of exercising and enforcing rights. And 
without the exercise and enforcement of rights, there is no chance for development of 
citizenship. And without full exercise of citizenship, we cannot think in terms of 
democracy.8 
 
The right to an identity constitutes the ªexistential interest of each person in not seeing 
the external or social projection of his or her personality upset, denaturalized, or denied. 
(¼ ) It means that the essential cultural patrimony of the individual, made up by a 
multiplicity of varied aspects – such as, inter alia, identity of origin, family identity, and 
intellectual, political, religious, social and professional identity of each person – is not to 
be argued, distorted, cut short, or denied¼ .º9 Identity is an entire complex which 
includes knowledge, beliefs, art, morality, law, customs and all other habits and skills 
acquired by a human being as a member of society.10  
 

                                                 
8 Rosenblatt, Julio. ªPreparatory Meeting for the UN Special Session on Children.º June 2001. 
9 Apfelbaum, L; Bracciaforte, S; Boye, C: ª The Right to an Identity: An Inalienable Right.º ªFamily Law, Unity and Action for the 21st 
Centuryº IX World Congress on Family Law, 1996. 
10 Regional Workshop on the Right to an Identity of Children and Adolescents in MERCOSUR. Save The Children, September 2000. 
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“ I Am” … fostering collective awareness of the importance of the Right to 
an Identity  

 
One of the video's major objectives is to raise awareness of the importance of the Right 
to an Identity for all human beings. We seek to foster collective awareness of a ªnational 
identityº that recognizes the intrinsic benefits of obtaining a birth certificate.  
 
ªI Amº highlights the benefits of registering a child at birth. ªWithout a name,º there is no 
chance for access to education, healthcare or social welfare programs, and ± above all 
± there is no chance to exercise and enforce any rights.  
 
ªI Amº also seeks to show how important it is for each child to be born with the 
necessary professional support. Women's healthcare, especially during pregnancy and 
childbirth, is of vital importance, since the health of their children depends on their own 
physical and emotional well-being. 
 
ªLove,º present all the time as an expression of respect, fidelity, understanding and well-
being, is another of the elements emphasized in this video. The mother character shows 
great tenderness and affection toward her child. The father figure, as the element ªthat 
didn't go away,º attempts to show that, although he is not physically present, he will 
always be a part of the child©s life.  
 
The symbol of the mirror shows the reality faced by the child: ªwithout a name I am 
nothing.º Here, we underscore the need to avoid repeating the situation in which this 
child is found. To do this, we must protect and defend the right to an identity as an 
inalienable right. One of the ways of beginning to fulfill this objective is to register all our 
children.  
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Lyrics: ª I Amº  
 
Of love I am 
What you hold inside 
That didn't go away 
That will be born 
 
Give a name to me 
Cause I want to be 
The voice of love 
That you'll soon hear 
When at last I cry 
With my first breath 
 
Without a name I am nothing 
 
I am  
Juan, María, Pedro¼  
 
ªSo that when they grow up 
they have rights¼  
We must register themº 
 
I am all the love that 
You deserve 
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Production: ª I Amº  
 
 
Credits: 
 
General Coordination  Julio Rosenblatt 
 
Director   Walter Tournier 
 
Producer    Carl McMullin 
 
Lyrics    Leonardo Croatto 
 
Music    Leonardo Croatto 
 
Singer   Laura Canoura 
 
Animator   Pablo Turcatti 
 
Puppets   Laura Severi 
    Martín Da Rossa 
 
Models    Javier Tournier 
 
Camera   Diego Mera 
 
Special Effects  Alberto Rodríguez 
    Pablo Fernández 
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33.. ªª II  PPaarr tt iicc iippaatteeºº                
  
Target Audience 
 
ªI Participateº is aimed at all young people in the region between the ages of 11 and 15, 
seeking to generate a communication strategy that highlights how important it is for 
children's views to be taken into consideration. 
 
This video shows children that the right to participation is a right they should exercise, 
so that they understand the importance of occupying spaces of participation. As part of 
the strategy for reaching out to the Target Audience, we have used communicational 
and visual language that is familiar and engaging while also being didactic. 
 
Contents 
 
Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child affirms that ªStates Parties shall 
assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express 
those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given 
due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.º 
 
Since the adoption of the Convention in 1989, the rights of children to participate in 
whatever concerns them as key to guarantee their other rights has generated important 
initiatives, from the participation of children in international conferences and events to 
concrete local projects in various countries. Still, this being a relatively new concept, 
children's participation is still in its initial experimental stage. To listen to children and to 
take their opinions seriously is not an easy task for adults. This fact has generated a 
series of questions since the concept of children's participation affects interpersonal 
relationships and the very structure of society. 
 
In some countries, new experiences are being tested out to promote exchanges 
between children and local authorities. Such is the case of the project ªMunicipal 
Childrenº in Paraguay, where a child mayor and a children's council are elected by vote 
in the schools of the municipality. The main objective of the project is to defend, 
disseminate and promote children's rights by allowing them ªto participate in decision-
making, organization, planning, execution and evaluation of measures to be 
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implemented such as community work stressing solidarity and volunteering, visits to 
deprived areas, etc.º11 
 
a. Meaning, extension and barriers to the right to participation 
 
The right to participation is a means for children to develop values, attitudes and skills in 
the exercise of their citizenship. It also guarantees their social recognition and promotes 
their collective conscience as a social group. ªIt is a concrete way to acknowledge their 
rights and their condition as social subjects as well as to put into practice the principles 
of the doctrine of comprehensive protection included in the Convention.º12 However, this 
right is still not properly recognized or exercised by children.  
 
The exercise of the right to participation and opinion must involve society as a whole ± 
children as well as adults. The child is not an isolated being and therefore should be 
involved in building the norms that will regulate his/her participation. For children to be 
able to have democratic participation as citizens, they must be recognized as equal and 
different. ªThe relationship among citizens who consider themselves equal and at the 
same time different, who acknowledge their and other people's limits as well as rights, 
responsibilities and obligations, allows for a better and deeper human endeavor.º13 This 
process involves children as well as adults and is the base for building a democratic 
culture. 
 
The new concept of participation requires leaving behind old rooted standards of 
child/adult relationship and looking for new, more equitable ones. In this process of 
building new relationships, much confusion arises about the role of adults as well as the 
limits of this right and the responsibilities of both children and adults. Thus, it is 
important to emphasize that the efforts to promote child participation are not meant to 
erode the responsibilities of Family, School and State but rather to search for new ways 
to exercise them.14  
 
The training of adults to guarantee children's rights to participation is essential. It is 
important to support the instruction and training of educators, parents, social workers 
and all those involved with children. It is important to strengthen structures of 
participation at the family, school and community levels, as well as at the levels of local 
and regional government. ªThe different levels of social participation are mutually 
inclusive. When the participatory process is promoted at the family level it leads to 
broader social participation. The opposite is also true¼ º15 

                                                 
11 Information: CODENI "Children's Rights Council."  
12 Cuassiánovich, A, Márquez, Ana M: "Towards an active participation of children and adolescents." Discussion paper prepared by 
Save The Children Sweden.  
13 Garc�a M, Mauricio: ªFamily, School and Democracy: The Pillars for Child Participation.º The Right to Have Rights, Volume 4, 
page 114. 
14 Morfin Stoopen, M, Corona Caraveo, Y: "Toward new forms of relating in social spaces." In Dialogue of Expertise on Child 
Participation. Mexico, 2001. 
15 Idem. Op. Cit. 
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Lyrics: ª I Participateº  
 
I would like to talk to you 
I cannot listen to you  
 
I want you to listen to me 
I have to go to work  
 
Please meet my friends 
I do not have time to play  
 
If you let me I will follow you and we can talk  
 
I am part of this household 
I am part of my school 
I am part of this neighborhood 
I am a part of my land 
I would also like to listen to you  
 
But you have to talk  
 
Sharing words 
We make a place for each other  
 
If we break the silence, can listen to each other  
 
With your part and my part 
We are part of other part 
Do not depart from your part  
 
LET'S PARTICIPATE  
 
We are children of this house 
We are children of the school 
We are neighbors of the barrio 
We are people 
We are people  
 
WE ARE THE PEOPLE OF THIS LAND! 
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Production: ª I Participateº  
 
Credits: 
 
General Coordination  Julio Rosenblatt 
 
Director   Walter Tournier 
 
Animation   Pablo Turcatti 
    Juan Andrés Font� n 
    Diego Mera 
    
Lyrics    Leonardo Croatto 
    Walter Tournier 
 
Music     Leonardo Croatto 
 
Singer Adalgisa Pantale� n, member of the Group 

440 (Dominican Republic) 
  
Art    Laura Severi 
    
Puppets   Mart�n Da Rossa 
    Laura Severi 
    Carlos Sol�s 
 
Lighting    Pablo Turcatti 
    Walter Tournier 
 
Effects   Pablo Fern� ndez 
 
Editing   Guillermo Casanova 
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44.. ªª IItt ’’ss  MMyy  FFaammii llyyºº  
 
"It's My Family" is aimed at all the children in the region between 8 and 12, seeking to 
generate a communication strategy that highlights the importance of the fact that every 
family is responsible for providing PROTECTION and CARE to all children and 
adolescents.  
 
We also seek to reach out to parents and raise public awareness of the importance of 
giving every child a family, respecting the different family types and models as well as 
the different cultures and traditions of the region.  
 
Contents 
 
a. The family as a fundamental pillar of society 
 
Family, in its different forms and models, is the first social environment known by 
children and is for them an ªirreplaceable milieu. It is a specific form of social 
organization with its own structures, rules and characteristics. The family has assigned 
functions and roles within society and responds to them from their particular situation.º16 
 
The composition and structure of the family has undergone major transformations 
throughout the years. These changes have been closely associated to the processes of 
demographic, economic and social transition brought about by modernization, 
industrialization and urbanization. ªWe have gone from the extended family pattern, 
living within a social group where family members found support, belonging and strong 
relationships, to family units which are progressively reduced and isolated, where 
contact with others depends more on external factors than on the needs of the 
individual.º17  
 
In spite of these changes, adults continue to have a determining role in the development 
of children since they stimulate and create the conditions for their physical, intellectual 
and social development. 
 

                                                 
16 National Child Protection Directorate: "My right to live in a family. Family and Community." Page 16. Ecuador, 1996. 
17 Delval J: ªSome reflections on the Rights of the Child.º Infancia y Sociedad magazine 27-28, page 28. 
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The integration of children and adolescents into their society is one of the irreplaceable 
functions of the family. Through their interaction, family members adopt, assimilate and 
integrate the values, attitudes and behavior of the social environment to which they 
belong. 
 
The family also provides the space for the child to develop a personality. It is the place 
for affection, security and the fulfillment of the psychological and social needs of 
belonging and identity. Within the family the child begins to develop that network of 
relationships which will determine his/her future as a person, as a citizen and therefore 
as a subject of rights. 
 
Every child needs to live in a happy and accepting atmosphere that sets the foundation 
for a future independent life lived with a spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance, equality, 
liberty and solidarity. 
 
b. The ª right to a familyº  in the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
   
The Convention on the Rights of the child invites the family, society and the State to 
make a collective effort to guarantee the rights of children. Each of them, from their 
space and responsibilities, should make all the necessary efforts to assure that each 
child is able to exercise his/her rights. 
 
The Convention contains many resolutions regarding the role of the family, recognizing 
it as a fundamental group of society and the natural environment where people find 
happiness and security. Even the Preamble shows the importance and recognition 
given to this institution for the full and harmonious development of the personality of 
child. The child has to grow up within a family, in a happy, loving and understanding 
atmosphere. 
 
The text of the Convention also emphasizes the family's responsibility to provide 
protection and care to its younger members, as well as the responsibility of the Member 
States to provide for and satisfy the needs of children who do not have a family. 
 
Article 2 of the Convention acknowledges the need to establish measures that would 
guarantee the protection of the child against any form of discrimination or punishment 
due to the status, activities, expressed opinions or beliefs of his/her parents, legal 
guardians or family members. The primary consideration of every situation should be 
the best interest of the child and the State is responsible for overseeing that this 
consideration is followed when the parents are unable to do so (Art. 3). 
 
On the other hand, the countries that signed the Convention have made a commitment 
to the following: a. to respect the right of parents to educate their children in a manner 
consistent with the evolving capacities of the child (Art. 5); b. to ensure that the child 
shall not be separated from his or her parents against their will, except when applicable 
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law and procedures determine that such separation is necessary in the best interest of 
the child (Art. 9); c. to allow children and their parents to enter or leave any country to 
facilitate the reunification of families (Art. 10); d. to ensure recognition of the principle 
that both parents have common obligations with respect to the upbringing of the child 
and provide assistance if necessary (Art. 18); e. to protect the children from any form of 
mistreatment or abuse while under their parents' custody. 
 
The Convention ratifies and centralizes the role of the family. Still, for several reasons 
both within the family and within a society that does not pay attention to this issue, 
millions of children and adolescents do not enjoy this right. 
 
c. The family and the media 
 
Mass media and new technologies have a major influence on the process of 
socialization of children, while the institutions of family and school are losing ground. 
The media today have the overwhelming power of forming opinions, and therefore it is 
very important to look at the model of children generated by this new reality. 
 
Are today's parents and teachers able to answer the questions asked by children and 
adolescents?  
 
We are aware that the mass media have exposed children to information and 
knowledge formerly reserved for adults. The perception and experiences of children and 
adolescents are somehow molded by their daily exposure to information technology and 
through it they find their identifications and their place in social life. Adults should be 
aware of those changes, and have the responsibility to find and promote appropriate 
spaces in which children and adolescents can find the opportunity to participate in 
building their present and their future, and integrating their diversity and their dreams. 
 
One of the ways to do this is to open spaces of dialogue and to listen and include 
children and adolescents in decision-making. ªChildren are less cynical, more optimistic 
and flexible in their view of the future and the ability to change. The information obtained 
when consulting them is very enriching¼ .º18  
 
This new reality requires leaving behind deeply-rooted child/adult relationship patterns 
and searching for new and more equitable forms of relationships that respect the limits 
of rights and responsibilities of both children and adults. Adults have the obligation to 
guide and direct children according to their age, evolution and development so that they 
will be able to exercise their rights. Opportunities should be created for children and 
adolescents to meet each other, see themselves in ªthe otherº and build together a 
sense of ªwe.º The responsibilities assumed by adults and children do not presuppose a 

                                                 
18 Morfin Stoopen, M; Corona Caraveo, Y: " Toward new forms of relating in social spaces." In Dialogue of Expertise on Child 
Participation. Mexico, 2001. 
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relationship of total equality but ªan asymmetrical relationship, since there are adult 
responsibilities that cannot be delegated due to a difference in knowledge ¼  that 
difference should be recognized without legitimizing the control of one over the other  
but rather looking for new forms of exercising authority.º19 
 
In order to promote democracy, it is important to see the family as a collective entity 
where the rights of everyone are at stake, not just the rights of children and 
adolescents. Change presupposes transformations and the challenge is to accept the 
differences and broaden the areas of decision-making, dialogue and collective 
interaction. 
 
As a final point, we must mention the fundamental role of the media in building a model 
of what children are and should be. The media are ªone of the institutions that provide 
‘official' definitions of reality together with the educational system and the higher levels 
of the legal system.º20 
 
Because of that, it is very important to take into account the treatment and the 
presentation of news. The journalistic approach to topics on children tends towards 
sensationalism and is often presented from a perspective that does not reflect the real 
situation experienced by children and adolescents. 
 
Understanding when and how the topic of children is presented is fundamental for 
devising strategies that promote and present their real and total situation, free of 
distortion or manipulation.  
  

                                                 
19 Idem. Op. Cit. 
20 Barrios, Marta Milena: ªViolence and peace in press discourses: an analysis from the social construction of reality.º Investigaci� n 
y Desarrollo magazine no. 11, page 43. 
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Lyrics: ª It's My Familyº  
 
Who is it? 
Who took the thorn out 
And bandaged my cut 
Who dried my tears  
 
Who is it? 
Who played with me  
And was my friend forever 
Sharing my dreams  
 
Who is it? 
Who are they? 
Who are they?  
 
Who chased away my fears 
And showed me that the ghost 
Wasn't real  
 
Who is it? 
Who are they?  
 
My family 
They are my family 
We are a family 
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Production: ª It's My Familyº  
 
Credits: 
General Coordination  Julio Rosenblatt 

 
Director   Walter Tournier 
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    Diego Mera 
    Walter Tournier 
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Lyrics    Leonardo Croatto 
    Walter Tournier 
 
Music     Leonardo Croatto 
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    Diego Vidal 
 
Puppets   Mart�n Da Rossa 
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Lighting   Diego Velazco 
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Editing   Guillermo Casanova 



Inter-American Children's Institute - www.iin.oea.org                                           
  26 

 

 
55.. ªª II  WWaanntt   TToo  BBee  CCaarreedd  FFoorrºº                     
 
Target Audience 
 
ªI Want To Be Cared Forº is aimed at all the children in the region and their families, 
seeking to generate a communication strategy that highlights the importance of the fact 
that the entire family is responsible for providing PROTECTION and AFFECTION to all 
children and adolescents.  

 
We also seek to reach out to parents and raise public awareness of the importance of 
protecting children and adolescents against mistreatment and abuse.  
 
Contents 
 
1. Introduction 
 
The Inter-American Children's Institute is conducting online polls through its website on 
topics related to the rights of the child. On the specific topic of child abuse, interesting 
inferences can be made from the results obtained so far.21 When asked about places 
where the rights of children are most likely being violated, 46% of respondents 
considered it to be the family and the children's environment (29% and 17% 
respectively). These are followed by the judicial system (14%), police stations (13%), 
schools and the media (9.5%), public and private childcare institutions (5%) and finally 
medical centers (2%). 
 
Though these data come from a limited sample (those who visit our pages and answer 
the surveys), they show us the alarming perception of almost half of the respondents, 
that the child's family and environment are the most likely places where his/her rights 
will be violated.  
 
These first approaches to situations of vulnerability faced by children and adolescents 
call for a deeper analysis of one of the major problems of our times: child abuse.  
 
 
 

                                                 
21 The results presented correspond to the period between October 17 and November 26, 2003, based on a sample of 242 cases. 
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2. On child abuse 
 
When dealing with issue of child abuse, we are faced with several problems. First, this 
is a problem whose magnitude remains unknown due to a lack of data and the fact that, 
in many cases, the problem stays within the confines and intimacy of the family. 
Second, cultural and historical traditions play a very important role in the way each 
society faces this problem. Finally, there are conflicting opinions on the definition and 
classification of child abuse, as well as its consequences and the most appropriate 
ways to deal with it.  
 
Article 19 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child establishes that States Parties 
ªshall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to 
protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or 
negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the 
care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child.º  
 
In spite of this, child abuse remains a hidden problem in many countries, in both the 
developed and developing worlds. ªIn the region of Latin America and the Caribbean, at 
least 6 million children and adolescents are victims of severe aggression and 80 
thousand die each year due to family violence.º 22 Any child, regardless of age, sex or 
socioeconomic background, can be a victim of abuse in any of its forms.  
 
3. Risk factors for child abuse 
 
Child abuse has many causes, determined by multiple forces affecting the individual, 
the family, the community and the cultural environment, preventing or hindering their 
comprehensive development.  
 
ªMany reasons lead us to believe that the abuse and neglect of children will become 
even more pervasive at a time when countries are making the transition from a 
regulated economy to an open-market economy that is less structured for social 
welfare. Urban growth overloads social and medical services, women increasingly join 
the labor force, and more and more families are, for different reasons, displaced from 
their home and from their cultural milieu.º23 
 
It is important to identify the ªadverse conditionsº that foster the child abuse in order to 
detect and anticipate the problem. We have classified the risk factors that may lead to 
abuse into three groups:  
 
 

                                                 
22 Data from UNICEF: Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean. 
23 Protocol for the study of physical abuse among children. Pan-American Health Organization. WHO. 
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9 � Individual factors  
9 � Family factors  
9 � Sociocultural and environmental factors  
 

a. Individual factors 
 

Some of the children's own individual characteristics may be contributors to situations of 
abuse:  
 
9 � Unplanned pregnancy 
9 � Premature infants 
9 � Children with physical or psychological impediments 
9 � Hyperactive children 
 
Other risk factors include individual characteristics of the parents, such as their 
personality or their experience or inexperience in rearing children.   
 

b. Family factors 
 
When the family faces situations of unbalance, the children are often the first victims.  
 
Risk factors for abuse within the family depend on its structure and on its functioning 
and dynamics.  
 
Risk factors related to structural issues include: number of family members; one-parent 
family; teen parents.  
 
Risk factors related to the functioning of the family include: poor relationships and 
communication; lack of affection; family violence.  
 
Finally, the absence of limits or family rules and the spouses' own relationship may 
have a negative influence in the family dynamics and contribute to situations of child 
abuse.  
 

c. Sociocultural and environmental factors  
 
The culture and traditions of each country also influence the common understanding of 
child abuse. Rearing practices in different cultures show that many of the things we do, 
which seem so natural to us, may be alien to other cultures and societies.  
 
ªIf child abuse in our society is part of a culture of abuse, and if a culture of abuse is 
made up of daily routines and practices that are perceived as natural, it is only by 
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changing those practices of daily life that we can prevent and change the predicament 
of a child.º24 
  
In many countries, there is still a persistence of the idea that children belong to their 
parents and they can decide on their children's destiny. The dependency of children on 
adults in our society is also a risk factor. Problems such as unbalance in the family 
situation directly affect children and make them one of the primary victims.  
 
Environmental and socioeconomic problems that may be risk factors for abuse include:  
 
9 � Labor situation: unemployment; labor instability; excessive working hours. 
9 � Housing: overcrowding; housing shared with other families; poor living conditions.  
9 � Unmet basic needs; marginalization problems. 
 
First, we should point out that the risk factors mentioned above only partially account for 
the ªadverse conditionsº that may lead to situations of child abuse.  
 
Second, in most cases of abuse, more than one of those factors is present.  
 
Finally, in order to analyze the problem and plan any action, is essential to acknowledge 
that child abuse has many causes.  
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 

                                                 
24 Laso, José: The Press and Child Abuse, page 7.  
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Lyrics: ª I Want To Be Cared Forº  
 
Look at me 
I am fragile  
 
Do not mistreat me 
Do not hit me again 
Let me feel 
We can be friends  
 
I feel what you feel 
Look at me in the eye 
I am just like you 
Treat me like a child  
 
If you show me love 
We feel no more pain  
 
CHILDREN'S CHOIR  
 
Treat me like a child 
If you show me love 
We feel no more pain  
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Production: ª I Want To Be Cared Forº  
 
Credits: 
General Coordination: Julio Rosenblatt 
 
Direction:    Walter Tournier 
 
Animation:    Pablo Turcatti 
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66..  ªª II  WWaanntt   TToo  PPllaayyºº   
 
Target Audience 
 
ªI Want To Playº is aimed at all the children and adolescents in the region, seeking to 
generate a communication strategy that highlights the importance of children's right to 
play and leisure. 
 
We seek to show children that this is a right they should exercise, so that they 
understand the importance of having spaces in which to play. As part of the strategy for 
reaching out to the Target Audience, we have used communicational and visual 
language that is familiar and engaging while also being didactic.  
 
With the financial support of the Government of Chile, the Inter-American Children's 
Institute produced a video on the Right to Play, entitled ªI Want To Play.º This video is 
part of a series intended to promote and publicize the rights enshrined by the 
Convention. 
 
Ing. Julio Rosenblatt, Coordinator of the IIN's Inter-American Child and Family 
Information Program, was responsible for the original idea of the video. 
 
ªI Want To Playº is an animated video, 1.15 minutes in duration, in Spanish (lyrics) and 
English (subtitles), with music performed by Leonardo Croatto and a children's choir. 
Walter Tournier directed production of the video.  
 
Contents 
 

a. Some initial considerations 
 

Children must be children. Hence, the right to play and leisure is enshrined in article 
31.1 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child: every child has the right ªto rest and 
leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child 
and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts.º 
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Emphasizing child's play as a right means giving value to the expression of 
communication and knowledge necessary for a person's integral development, and thus 
the spaces and times for rest and leisure are redefined according to this right.25  
 
The spaces where children interact (school, neighborhood, etc.) must be adapted to 
their needs, and their design must include the concept of free-time activities and 
recreation as part of an urban plan integrating green spaces and spaces for play and 
leisure. The Convention on the Rights of the Child encourages States Parties to respect 
and promote children's right to fully participate in cultural and artistic life and to provide 
appropriate opportunities for children to participate in cultural, artistic and recreational  
life and leisure in conditions of equality.26 
 

b. Child's play in the theories of prominent thinkers27 
 

Below are some ideas on child's play: its scope, its origins, descriptions from different 
points of view and its essential characteristics, as written by historically prominent 
thinkers. 

 
J. Huizinga: 
Play is a voluntary action or activity carried out within certain fixed limits of time and 
space, according to a freely consented but absolutely imperious rule, with a purpose 
in itself, accompanied by a feeling of tension and jubilation, and the awareness of 
being in a mode that is other than that of real life.  
 
J. Chateau: 
Children over three do not play because of an indomitable tendency. They know why 
they play; therefore, it is in the motivations that we should seek the driving force 
behind child’s play. 
 
D. W. Winnicott: 
Play has a time and place… It is not “inside” (…) it is not “outside” either. (...) Playing 
is doing (...) We should always remember that play is in itself a form of therapy. (...) 
With play, and perhaps only with play, children and adults are free to create. 
 
Florencio Escardó: 
For babies, play begins as a very powerful and vital activity which directs training of 
motor skills, posture, senses and communication with the outside world. Little by 
little, it acquires powerful qualities and centers the period of magical thinking or 
symbolization. And finally, it is the school of organized activity and acceptance of 
rules, commitments and sanctions.... 

                                                 
25 Lorente, M., Pav�a, V., Quniteros, N., Verbic, F.: "The right to play." Post-graduate practical final-year project, Comahue National 
University. August 2002. 
26 Article 31.2 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  
27 Cañeque H.: ªPlay and Life: recreational behavior in children and adults.º Page 3. ªEl Ateneoº publishing house, March 1991. 
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Freud: 
We could say that each child, when playing, behaves like a poet, as he creates his 
own world, or rather reorders the things in his world in a new way which is pleasing 
to him.  
(...) The psycho-dynamic peculiarities of play include the following: a) it is based on 
the pleasure principle; b) it transforms the passive into active, and through this the 
child is able to dominate his traumatic experiences; c) it satisfies the compulsion for 
repetition in the learning achieved through play and in the pleasure derived from 
repetition itself. 
 
Jean Piaget: 
Play is a product of assimilation which is dissociated from accommodation, before 
being reintegrated into the forms of equilibrium, which will make it their complement 
in operational or rational thinking. Thus, play constitutes the extreme pole of 
assimilation of the real into the ego, and participates on par, as an assimilator, of this 
creative imagination which will continue to be the driving force for all later thinking 
and even reasoning. 
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Lyrics: ª I Want To Playº  
 
I can go up 
I can come down  
I can carry 
I can take 
I can come and go as I please 
          
I can produce   
I can take things apart  
I can build 
I can load 
I can hammer  
I can trim 
  
I can create 
I can create ... 
  
And I want to grow up playing 
 
When I'm playing, I learn 
When I'm playing, I invent 
Using what I have 

   
I create while I play! 
  
When I'm playing, I feel 
When I'm playing, I want 
  
Play!                   
  
I love to have a good time playing 
  
Happily! 
  
When I'm playing, I want 
When I'm playing, I can 
When I'm playing, I grow 
When I'm playing, I learn 
 
I'm playing, here I go¼  
  
I want to play! 
  
With my friends 
I dream when I'm playing  
When I'm playing, I feel 
When I'm playing, I want 
  
Playing! 
  
Happily playing! 
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Production: ª I Want To Playº  
 
Credits 
 
General Coordination Julio Rosenblatt 
 
Direction   Walter Tournier 
 
Animation   Pablo Turcatti 

Juan Andr� s Font� n 
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Structures   Mart�n Da Rossa 
 
Models   Javier Tournier 
 
Music and Sound  Leonardo Croatto   
 
Singers    Leonardo Croatto 
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77..  ªª II  WWaanntt   TToo  LLeeaarrnnºº   
 
Target Audience 
 
 ªI Want to Learnº is aimed at all the children and adolescents in the region, seeking to 
generate a communication strategy that highlights the importance of children's right to 
education. 
 
We seek to show children that this is a right they should exercise, so that they 
understand the importance of having access to education. As part of the strategy for 
reaching out to the Target Audience, we have used communicational and visual 
language that is familiar and engaging while also being didactic.  
 
With the financial support of the State of Qatar, the Inter-American Children's Institute 
produced a video on the Right to Education, entitled ªI Want to Learn.º This video is part 
of a series intended to promote and publicize the children's rights enshrined by the 
Convention. 
 
Ing. Julio Rosenblatt, Coordinator of the IIN's Inter-American Child and Family 
Information Program, was responsible for the original idea of the video. 
 
ªI Want to Learnº is an animated video, 1.22 minutes in duration, in Spanish (lyrics) and 
English (subtitles), with music performed by Mariana Ingold and Eddie Peñalvez. Walter 
Tournier directed production of the video.  
 
Contents 
 
Education is a basic children's right recognized by the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. However, in developing countries, 130 million school-age children (21% of the 
total number of school-age children in the world) do not have access to quality basic 
education.28  
 

                                                 
28 Report by the Child Rights Caucus. "A Child Rights Agenda for the Coming Decade." Prepared for the UN Special Session on 
Children. Draft, June 2, 2000. 
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In Latin America, access to primary schooling, even in rural areas, has increased. 
However, there are marked disparities in the quality of the education received by 
children according to factors such as socioeconomic background, sex, ethnicity and 
geographical origin. This impedes the ability of the region's educational systems to 
retain children, and results in higher school repetition and dropout rates.29 According to 
The State of the World©s Children 2004, 13% of children in Latin America and the 
Caribbean do not reach the fifth grade of primary education.  
 
According to illiteracy data for the region, 15% of adults in Latin America and the 
Caribbean cannot read or write.30 The concept of ªilliteracyº has changed significantly in 
recent years. In 1958 UNESCO defined as illiterate an individual who was unable to 
read or write something simple. Twenty years later, it adopted the concept of a 
functional illiterate: a person who, even knowing how to read and write simple phrases, 
did not have the basic aptitudes to satisfy the demands of his or her daily needs nor to 
develop him or herself personally and professionally.31 

 
The right to education is a basic right of all children and thus equal opportunities must 
be ensured for all, in an environment that is safe and free of any form of discrimination. 
Article 28 of the Convention states that all children have the right to freely-available 
basic education, and that States must encourage the development of secondary 
education to make it available to all and take appropriate measures to promote regular 
attendance at schools and reduce dropout rates.  
 
Article 29 of the Convention specifically addresses the objectives and content of 
education, recognizing the need to prepare children for a responsible life in a free 
society, in a spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality and solidarity. It also 
states that education should be directed to the development of children's ªpersonality, 
talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential," and should instill in 
children a sense of respect for themselves, for their family, for their country, and for 
civilizations different from their own.  
 
Based on the concepts outlined above, we sought to create a video through which 
children could see and understand all of the benefits of education. This is no easy task; 
most children view going to school as something that adults impose on them. You have 
to go to school, you have to study before you can go outside to play: this is what they 
tend to be told. We must transform this ªobligatoryº concept of education into something 
positive for children; they must learn ± in their own way and without impositions by 
adults ± the advantages of going to school regularly. Play and recreation are tools that 
must be used in the learning process. Children must be able to enjoy activities that are 
aimed at the objectives of education. 
 
                                                 
29 E. Schiefelbein,  J. C. Tedesco: ªLa educaci� n preescolar y b� sica en Am� rica Latina y el Caribe.º UNICEF/TACRO. 
30 UNICEF: The State of the World's Children 2004. 
31 Definition of the Paulo Montenegro Institute: http://www.ipm.org.br/ingles_an.php  
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With this in mind, we tried to create a video that would promote the right to education as 
one of the fundamental components affecting children's development and their future 
opportunities. The governing principle upon which we created the contents of the video 
was that of the best interests of the child. 
 
 
Lyrics: ª I Want To Learnº  
 
  
Where are they going?  
What are they going to do?  
What is it? I don't know  
And why? I want to know  
 
What are they taking, where are they off to? 
Wherever they go, I'm going too  
 
I want to be able to go further  
Wherever they go, I'm going too  
I'm going too, I'm going too 
 
Numbers and letters  
They'll show you the right way  
The right to learn from everything  
And grow in equality 
 
Numbers and letters  
To live in dignity  
The right to know everything  
And to be truly free  
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Production: ª I Want To Learnº  
 
Credits: 
 
General Coordination Julio Rosenblatt 
 
Direction   Walter Tournier 
 
Animation   Pablo Turcatti 
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99..  ªª WWee  wwaanntt   ttoo  ll iivveeºº   

  
Target audience 
 
"We want to liveº is addressed to children in the countries in the region and is intended 
to generate a communication strategy highlighting the significance of the right to life.  
 
The video intends to convey to children the notion that this is a right inherent to every 
human being and the importance of being able to ensure as possible the survival, 
protection, and development of every child. A familiar communication and visual 
language ±both entertaining and educational± is used as part of the strategy for 
approaching the target audience.  
 
The video ªWe want to liveº on the right to life was produced by the Inter-American 
Children's Institute and funded by the Instituto Colombiano de Bienestar Familiar (ICBF) 
(Colombian Institute for Family Welfare) as part of a series related to the promotion and 
dissemination of children's rights as provided for in the Convention.  
 
This was an original production idea of Julio Rosenblatt, Coordinator of the Inter-
American Chile and Family Information Program of the Inter-American Children's 
Institute.  
 
"We want to live" is an animated musical video, 1.30 minutes in duration, produced in 
Spanish (lyrics) and English (subtitles), and performed by the Colombian Andrea 
Echeverry de Colombia. Its production was the responsibility of Walter Tournier.  
 
 
Contents 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child sets forth as a general principle that every 
child has a right to live. In such connection, article 6 recognizes that ª...every child has 
the inherent right to life. States Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the 
survival and development of the child.º 

Although in recent years some social indicators such as child and maternal mortality 
rates have kept improving in the region, death probability from birth to five years of age 
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in Latin America and the Caribbean still represents 34 children for every 1,000 live 
births32. On the other hand, the number of women who die every year in the region due 
to pregnancy and birth-related causes amounts to 190 per 100,000 live births33.  
 
In such connection, it should be noted that huge social disparities can be noted among 
the countries in the region. Such is the case of Haiti where five-year old child mortality 
rate represents almost 18 times the Canadian rate (123 and 7 respectively). This 
difference increases to more than 110 times when maternity-related mortality estimates 
in both countries are taken into consideration (six deaths per 100,000 live births in 
Canada as compared to 680 deaths per 100,000 live births in Haiti)34. 
 
Every human being is entitled to fully preserve and develop his/her existence ± both 
biological and social ± according to his/her dignity and physical and moral integrity. In 
order to be able to ensure such right the support of the whole society is required. 
Everyone, from each individual action field, should seek for a path privileging above all 
the full and harmonious development of children, including the spiritual, moral and 
social aspects, where education performs an essential role.  
 
In such sense, the development of integral poverty reduction policies should also be 
addressed as a structural problem that underlies critical situations faced by children, 
such as their life in/of the street, commercial sexual exploitation, malnutrition, 
maltreatment, among others.  
 
According to ECLAC35, by 2000 18.5 percent of the Latin American and Caribbean 
population was extremely poor, 11 percent showed some degree of malnutrition (about 
54 million people) and almost 8 percent of children less than five years old were 
underweight.   
 
In addition, these highly alarming figures corresponding to Latin American and the 
Caribbean show that not less than six million children are victims of serious aggression 
and 80,000 die every year due to family violence36. 
 
On the other hand, children in/of the street and sexual exploitation are also visible under 
poverty conditions and their raise, as well as the increased presence of children in the 
labor force in the various societies deepen their vulnerability and exposure to the 
networks of the sexual exploitation industry.  
 
It is essential for countries to adopt the necessary measures to effectively protect one of 
the most vulnerable sectors in society such as children. The family, as a basic pillar of 

                                                 
32 Data of 2002; source: The State of the World's Children 2004. 
33 Data of 2000; source: The State of the World's Children 2004. 
34 The State of the World's Children 2004 
35 Chapter 2, Social Overview 2003, ECLAC 
36 UNICEF data: Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean 
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society, plays a fundamental role in this process as it is the first ±and therefore 
irreplaceable± social environment with which children become acquainted.  
 
The mere reading of the Preamble to the Convention shows the significance assigned 
to this institution, as it recognizes that, in order to achieve the full and harmonious 
development of their personality, children should grow within the family, in an 
environment of happiness, love and understanding.  
 
Likewise, the text of the Convention especially emphasizes the family responsibility to 
provide for the protection and care of its youngest members, as well as the commitment 
of State Parties to meet the needs of al those children who lack a family environment.  
 
The Convention also recognizes children's right to adequate living conditions, including 
housing, nutrition and the highest possible level of health care. ªStates Parties shall 
strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right of access to such health care 
services.º37 Likewise, countries are encouraged to adopt measures in order "To combat 
disease and malnutrition including within the framework of primary health care..."38 
  
All such elements are basic components for the integral approach of the right to life with 
an aim to seek for ways of working in order to reach the full enforcement of this right.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
37 Article 24.1 in the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
38 Article 24.1 d) in the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
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Lyrics of ªWe want to live"  
 
The red sky of bombing 
the earth's tremor  
and the burning wind 
 
the lonely street asks for help 
the broken corner feeds of trash 
 
and the world Is fragile as that child 
who looks tenderly into some future 
 
and the world is hard as a stone 
that breaks glass without being heard 
 
today a girl's voice 
asking to play 
a chart, a horse, death passing by, 
the girl crying  
the silence exploded 
 
that nothing is yours, that it's all mine, nothing is ours, nothing is nobody's   
that nothing is true, that is all blurred, that the air trembles, that the cold burns  
 
that hope comes in drops 
that it's never late, that it's not broken 
for it to change,  
for moving this tough world, looking for tenderness 
 
looking for what is good, that it's still plenty 
saving life, which is a right 
saving life,  
save it all, 
live it through, feel it good 
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Production ªWe want to liveº  
 
Credits: 
 
General Coordination Julio Rosenblatt 
 
Directed by   Walter Tournier 
 
Art Direction  Lala Severi 
 
Animation   Pablo Turcatti  

Juan Andr� s Font� n 
 
Dolls    Mart�n de Rossa 
    Carlos Sol�s  
 
Music    Leonardo Croatto 

Battery                             Osvaldo Fattorusso 
 
Bass     Popo Romano 
 
Keyboards    Andr� s Bed�  
 
Electric guitar    Carlos da Silveira 
 
Guitar and  
Arrangements   Leonardo Croatto  
 
Percussion    Leslie Patten 
 
Voice    Andrea Echeverry 
 
Voice production     Felipe L� pez 

Lights                              Diego Velazco y Santiago Epstein 

Post production             Pablo Fern� ndez 

Edition                             Guillermo Casanova 
 
 


